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Passenger Transport Authority (above)
about my concerns relating to loca
bus services, and will have a more |
detailed discussion with him soon. §
Overleaf are more details about ways ==
in which | think we should be regain- =
ing control of our local bus services. |

Dunston Teams By-Election =
The campaign is now well under way
with canvassing and leafleting, and
there is considerable support for a pe-
tition about local bus services organ- |
ised by candidate Pauline Dillon. As
the election has fallen during the par- |
liamentary recess | glad to be able to
devote more time to it but can | urge
all members to spare an hour or two &3
to help out in thisimportant election.  §
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what | consider to be Brit-
ain’s best park!

Having spent my childhood
living next to and playing in
Saltwell park, | was de- g%
lighted when Barclays Bank [{#
asked me to open anew all- %
weather playing facility,

attended the ‘Unite for
Manufacturing’ Conference,
organised by NTUC in an at-
tempt to bring together un-
_ ions, government and employers to discuss the opportu-
nities and challenges facing what is a dwindling sector of
the economy, particularly in the north-east, and the posi-
tive and practical action needed to support and encour-
age manufacturing industry. A more pro-active role from
government would help - the Highways Agency’s Arti-
1 cle 14 orders, for instance, are stifling development just
when we want to encourage employers to stay in the
region and expand.
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Comment

Frankly, | view the activities of
some of my colleagues over the last
week or so as dangerous and irre-
sponsible. Calling for clarification
from the PM as to when the *orderly
transition’ is to take place is one
thing; mounting what was very
close to a coup is quite another.

On this subject, in my May and June
Parliamentary reports (see web site)
| said,

“This continued speculation is a poi-
sonous distraction from the business
of government; it is certainly not in
the interests of the country or those
who voted Labour here in the North
East’ and ‘..his announcement that
he would not be seeking re-election
has left a state of uncertainty that is
at the heart of our present difficul-
ties and needs to be clarified soon.’

| therefore welcome the clear state-
ment from Tony that he will step
down from the leadership of the
party in time for a new leader and
Prime Minister to be elected next
year. That ought to be the end of the
speculation and | hope that this now
allows the government and the Party
to get on with their jobs.

This is extremely important and we
should remember that it was just
such divisions that kept the Toriesin
power to decimate the country’s
manufacturing and industrial base,
condemning millions of workers and
their families to the scrapheap.
Watching the Gadarene swine in
action was anguish then; and it is
anguish now.

I know that some of my colleagues
are anxious to get their backsides on
the seats of ministeria cars but pa
tience in this case is not only a vir-
tue but a necessity.

Further, we now have plenty of time
to think about the matter and clarify
the direction of the Party and the
government under anew |eader.

| for one will want to know about
how policies on local government,
transport, regiona inequalities, en-
ergy, foreign policy, third world
debt and poverty etc, will be pro-
gressed under the new leader.

Constituency
It isvital that we now focus on our
by-election campaign in Dunston

and Teams. Our candidate
Pauline Dillon seeks to focus on
local issues - cuts and changes in
bus services, petty crime and anti-
socia behaviour, and wider oppor-
tunities for youngsters - in what is
a hotly contested campaign, with
BNP, Lib Dem and Tory candi-
dates al so standing.

Already we have seen the usual
lies from other parties - rumours
about the Dunston post office clos-
ing and barmy scare stories about
plans to replace some houses and a
care home with alandfill site!

The major disadvantage of privati-
sation of bus services was the loss
of local control. The introduction
of ‘Quality Contracts' by the gov-
ernment theoretically gives some
leverage to transport authorities
over when and where services
should be provided, but | think we
need a more robust system, and |
shall be pressing for a Bill to re-
store the local regulation of bus
services by introducing a new and
effective franchising system.
Perhaps then we can reverse some
of the cuts in services we have had
to suffer, and provide the kind of
reliable and affordable public
transport system that is so vital if
people are to be encouraged to
leave their cars at home.

As one of the few MPs who has
actualy held a ‘rea’ job in manu-
facturing and engineering, and
benefited from an engineering ap-
prenticeship, | am extremely con-
cerned by the loss of skilled
manufacturing jobs from the UK
and from theregion in particular.
It's not true - nor acceptable in my
view - to say ‘we can do nothing'.
The manufacturing sector does not
exist in avacuum,; it is the basis of
economic growth, a provider of

14 September 2006
highly skilled jobs, reducing unem-
ployment and poverty, contributing
to social and economic cohesion.
Government aready intervenes by
giving tax and other incentives to
support businesses by promoting
skills, innovation, research and de-
velopment. Although too little of the
latter in the North East. And of
course there is no doubt that the sta-
ble economy our Government has
created is a big asset.
| believe we can do more. In Gates-
head in particular, | have long com-
plained about the stifling effect of
the Highways Agency’s Article 14
orders which check development -
and iswhy | brought Roads Minister
Stephen Ladyman herein July to see
for himself. But more generaly,
what about government procure-
ment? What about help with exports
and R&D? And what about return-
ing to the concept of Regional In-
vestment banks to help small busi-
ness develop and grow by investing
in them rather than giving often
wasteful grants.

Success! | have spoken to, written
and lobbied successive ministers
about the fact that people claiming
benefits who do voluntary work
could not claim the costs of their
meals - and had to meet the cost out
of their benefits. This was unfair, as
meals out cost more. Volunteers are
vital to so much of vaue in our
community. Claimants are actively
encouraged to volunteer and volun-
teering plays a huge part in helping
people back into work by develop-
ing confidence and acquiring skills.
The Minister has now replied to me
to say that he agrees with me and
that meals will now be treated as
an expense that volunteers can
claim back.

Finally, | am now campaigning to
create a list of honest contractors
that elderly people in Gateshead can
refer to for household repairs, to
help combat rogue traders who often
rip off vulnerable people and rob
them of their hard earned savings. It
is a system that works well else-
where and | have written to minis-
ters and will meet with the council.



